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Mr. A. Searle Field

Staff Director

Select Committee on Intelligence

House of Representatives .
Washington, D.C. 20515 Attn: Mr. Kirschstein

*

Dear Mr. Field:

On 6 November, Congressman Treen asked for Agency
comments on allegations contained in a 29 October
article in the New Orleans Times-Picayune. (Copy
attached.) ’ _

It is requested that Congressman Treen be passed
the following information in response to his query:

The Agency has no knowledge whatscever of sugar-
- cane degtroying worms being sent into Cuba in the heel
of an Indian citizen. The Agency also knows nothing
whatsoever of a plot to infect Cuban livestock by the
introduction of African Swine Fever.

In 1971, a massive outbreak of African Swine Fever
was detected in Cuba. State Department reporting after
- the fact indicated that the disease had come into Cuba
via dried, uncured meat imported from Spain.  To pre-
vent possible spread of the disease to the United
States, the Department of Agriculture conducted a massive
swine inoculation program in the Southeastern States.
The Agency played a significant role in detecting the
disease within Cuba, and was commended by both the Depart- -
ments of State and Agriculture for its work.

We hope that this information will be helpful to
Congressman Treen. Please advise us when this informa-
tion has been passed to him.

Sincaralar
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HAVANA, Cuba—Louisiana Congress- !
- Iman Joha Breaus said Tuesday he has ; .

- deshroying worfns into Cuba concealed
inthe shee hesl of an Indian nationa] {
¢ Breawx said the story was related tp .
& Him by bis escort from the Cudan For-
N3 €lgn Mintsiry, and that 5 higher official
" in the minisiy “agreed with” the story
"'..w}z&nhereiztadittoher. SR
s ~ -Arccording to Breaux, who described - _
. the alleged incidant as something gut of -
"James Bond, ke was taid ihat when tha ' '
4 - Indiannatisnal vas caught by Cuban ay.
¥ . thoriiies, he told tiem the CIA was in-
. volved in the plot to destroy Cuba's
sugarcane indusiry: o :
' © " The Sugarcare worm story was the
B S Secord suck allsged act by the CIA relat-
: - Ledo Breauy since k2 arrived here Sup-
+u. “day to investizate the Possibilitisg of

k ' R ~Testming trade with Cuba, - .-

A ] o © The firg: story as originally renorted

g

- Involved ag alleged CIA plotto kil
... Cuban cattla by infecting them with en-
©_eephalilis or African fever disease; . _ ..

© Breaux said that h2 had apparently . T
‘muisundersiood what ywas being told to o ) -
him Tegarding that. Instead of catile ) T e
baing Imfected, Le s2id, a large number ‘ . :

of swine became diseased and were de-

. < s Lo stroyed. . .
w7, - . . Breauxsaid he was foid the sugarcane
L e Y worm incident occurred about 1957 or |
L gl . -1938. The plot 1o infact Swine with dis-
L - 88588 was said to have geewred four
- Jyearsagn, b= said, K2 -

"~ The coagressmansaid be was told the
“’Sugarcans worms “*had done a great
“deal of damags.” The Indian was de-,

: ported, he said. .
' ’ “It’s like a James Bond story,”” he .
- 'Said. i ‘ oL . e ‘ _ -
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